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Recently there have been several news stories about lead in the drinking water in schools all 
across the nation.   In response to those news stories, the District has decided to be pro-active and 
test all schools and buildings for the amount of lead in the drinking water.  This testing will take 
place on June 9, 2016. 

Lead can enter drinking water when service pipes that contain lead corrode, especially where the 
water has high acidity or low mineral content that corrodes pipes and fixtures.  The most 
common problem is with brass or chrome-plated brass faucets and fixtures with lead solder, from 
which significant amounts of lead can enter into the water, especially hot water.  Homes built 
before 1986 are more likely to have lead pipes, fixtures and solder. 

The Lower Elementary School is not on public water as this service doesn’t exist in that part of 
Solebury Township.  Mandates are that we must comply with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (PADEP) rules and regulations for water quality.  Their rules state that 
testing for lead is mandatory one time per calendar year.  In June, that test will be performed.  
You may or may not know that in 2007, the Lower Elementary School was renovated, a new 
building added, and the plumbing system and fixtures were replaced.   

At the New Hope campus, which is connected to the Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority’s 
public water system, there are no rules for testing for lead; however, testing will be performed at 
the same time.  The High School will undergo a renovation starting in July of this year, which 
will include replacing all the older plumbing systems and fixtures.  In 1999, the building was 
partially renovated, new buildings were added, and the Middle School was built.  During this 
period, new plumbing lines and fixtures were installed.  In 2005, the Upper Elementary School 
was built so all of these systems were new.  The other building on campus is the Transportation 
Office which was built in 2002, so these systems are also new.  Samples will be drawn in all of 
these water systems and sent to the lab for analysis. 

Since there are no specific guidelines to follow from the PADEP, I have been in touch with the 
local representative who provided guidance on suggested testing procedures.  The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that public health actions be initiated when 
the level of lead in a child’s blood is 5 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL) or more. 

Our goal is to ensure that everyone who drinks our water can do so knowing that the District has 
taken steps to make it safe for consumption.  When our test results are back and analyzed, steps 
will be taken to correct any deficiencies and another communication will be posted. 

 

Dave Hansel, Director of Operations, NHSD 


